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41.    The trade of pepper upon the Mallabar Coast being an object of great
importance  to  the  Company,  we much approve of your
Consults.  17th       prohibiting  private traders  to  interfere  in  our  purchases
thereof, and positively order that you send home any persons
who may act contrary thereto.
42.    We have been so full and explicit in our  advices  of the two  last
seasons concerning the measures to be taken with the agents of the French
Company in India, that we think you can be under no difficulty when they
come to resettle in Bengal.   As it will be very important for us to have the
fullest information of their transactions, either with you, the country govern-
ment, concerning their trade or any other matter whatever, you must care-
fully collect and  transmit to  us  all  such kinds  of intelligence  as  early   as
possible.
43.    After our repeated instructions  and orders, in a  succession of our
General Letters, for maintaining a perfect good understanding and harmony
with the Dutch East India Company, and our particular orders respecting their
free enjoyment of the saltpetre and ophium trades,2 you may guess at our
surprise, on receiving from the Earl of Sandwich, one of His Majesty's principal
Secretaries of State, on the 20th November last, a copy of a memorial presented
by Count Welderen, the Dutch Minister at this Court, containing very strong
remonstrances and complaints, on the part of their high mightinesses, in res-
pect to the injustice done their subjects, the Dutch East India Company, in
the articles of saltpetre and ophium, and particularly charging that they had
not been able, from the obstructions of our servants, to procure a grain of salt-
petre in the year 1763, and but a very small quantity of ophium, of which last
article, our servants had made themselves masters of the greatest part.   Upon
the subject of these complaints, we do require your immediate and explicit
answer, after a full and deliberate enquiry made by you into the causes that
have produced these remonstrances,  so displeasing to Government and  so
injurious to our honour ; and if any of our servants, be they who they may,
shall be found guilty of this flagrant abuse of their trust and disobedience to
our express commands, we direct that their proceedings be truly and impar-
tially stated by you to us, with every necessary particular and circumstance
attending such information and enquiry, that we may shew our just resentment
against such unwarrantable practices and injurious treatment.   At the same
time we confirm in the fullest sense and effect our former orders respecting
the Dutch enjoying a free trade with ourselves in those articles.
44.    With respect to the capture of the snow Susanna Margarita, it appears
to us, that the Company can have no concern therein on their own account,
but are to be considered merely as trustees. You have
.              thfroefore Ver7 properly determined to deposit the money
Pa. 17 & 25.             arising from the sale of the prize in your treasury until the
affair shall be decided in Europe and you are not to dis-
pose of the same until you receive our further orders.
45.    Application having been made to us by the several claimants, we have
ordered the originals and attested copies of such papers relative to the above
prize as we have received from your Presidency to be deposited in the High
Court of Admiralty; and as we are desirous of doing every thing in our power